
AUTOMATIC GEAR KNOB REMOVAL 
This is a manual/report on how to remove the automatic gear knob - as showcase at a Mazda CX-5 
KE/GH 2016 (left hand drive). It also applies to other Mazda models with the same automatic gear 
knob. The removal of the manual gear knob is different and often can be done by just 
spinning/twisting/rotating the upper end. 

Preparation: 

Official Mazda manual states to disconnect the negative battery cable before the removal of the 
automatic gear knob. Technically it is possible without that. 

For having the most room to work, I recommend to move the gear knob to D/Drive/fully backwards. 
This could be done e.g. via the emergency override hole (as shown below in the sketch of a CX-5 
KE/GH 2013) while the ignition is off. This also works with disconnected negative battery cable: 

 

  



Removal: 

After moving the gear knob to D/Drive/fully backwards use a small tool e.g. a small flathead 
screwdriver (I used a phase tester) to remove the selector lever knob: 

 

This procedure looks like this: 

  



Afterwards use the tool/screwdriver to remove the cap as shown here: 

 

Pull the cap towards the front of the car to remove it. Then it looks like this: 

  

(To reassemble it afterwards, you have to use some force to press the cap back in place.) 

  



Use the tool/screwdriver to remove the hidden spring. Search for space to stick the tool in or push the 
spring a little downwards/forwards to remove it. As alternative you can also use pointed pliers to 
remove the spring: 

         

 

     

  



Afterwards pull the knob upwards to remove it: 

 

     

That`s it. Done. Now you can remove the shift panel.  

Optional: I would recommend to remove the long white plastic pin as well by pulling it upwards. Just 
to be sure not to break it somehow. 

 

Please mind, that this is not an official manual and everything you do is on your own risk. 
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